In a paper on the preroosting behavior of Greylag
Geese (Anser anser), Schmitt (1994) concluded that "abiotic factors determine departure time but do not disturb flock cohesion" (p. 763) and that "none of the variation in departure time is due to variation in social interactions leading to flock synchronization" (p. 762). Here, I argue that Schmitt (1994) has not convincingly shown that abiotic factors have no influence on flock cohesion during departure to the roost, that he has not clearly shown which abiotic factors influence departure time, and that he has not really shown a lack of correlation between departure time and flock synchronization.
Schmitt's conclusion that abiotic factors do not influence flock cohesion is at odds with his results (p.760) that "synchronization was lower on rainy than on cloudy and sunny evenings (both P < 0.001), but cloudy and sunny evenings did not differ." Schmitt went on to say that rainy evenings were colder and darker than cloudy and sunny evenings. Therefore, it is likely that temperature and/or light intensity, if not rain itself, affected synchronization. Unfortunately, no figures or tables with flock synchronization as the dependent variable were presented. Schmitt reported that a multiple regression analysis (on data from only one season) failed to correlate any abiotic factor with synchronization, but rainfall apparently was not included as an independent variable. More- 
